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Jack Petchey Award Winners  
 

September Kai Hylton-Simpson 

October  Shannell Dray 

November Dean Foot 

This is my contribution to the School News-

letter about the Jack Petchey 

Award  

 By: Shannell Dray 

 I won the Jack Petchey award for my school. I was very shocked 

to have won the award. I asked my teacher why I was nominated 

for the award, she told me most the teachers have noticed a 

great improvement in my attendance, behaviour and class work.  

On getting the award my family was very proud of my achieve-

ment because I was given a big certificate and some money. I 

took the certificate home for my family and friends to see and 

the money won is used to get a Play Station for my class and the 

left over money will be used to take the whole class out for din-

ner. 

15th Dec 

                               

   Dear Debs, 

 

        Whenever it comes to this time of year my mum gets really depressed. My dad left us 2 years ago at Christmas and this 
    really affected my mum. My mum couldn’t cope and so she was sacked from her part time job in Tesco’s. She’s smoking and 
 drinking lots, and is often in her pyjamas all day long. I have to look after my little brother and sister. I take them to school, 

                       make their breakfast, lunch and dinner. I have an older brother but he never helps out. He is hardly ever indoors; but when he is  
    home he terrorises the little ones. I try to defend them and often end up getting thumped. I am missing lots of school and my  
  form tutor keeps asking questions. I am really tired and Christmas is coming. There is no money for food or presents. I don’t  
           know what to do but I know I can’t carry on like this. Please help! Anon 15 
 

Oh dear Anon, sounds like you you’ve got a lot going on. Is there a relative that you can speak to or your form teacher at school? It sounds like mum is de-
pressed and needs to see a doctor. It’s a lot of responsibility for someone your age and it’s not fair for you to have all this worry. There are organisations that 
can help families over Christmas and once mum feels better she can contact them. So firstly Anon speak to an adult, whether it’s a family friend, teacher, 
friend’s mum, your dad, anyone! You all need support, especially mum and I can assure you that things will get better for you. Please let me know how you get 
on and if you feel like there is no one to talk to call me on my free hotline and I will arrange for someone to help support you. I was a young carer Anon so I 
know how you’re feeling and how hard it can be to ask for help, be brave and reach out.  

Tell Aunty Debs Anything 

Calling All Students & Staff! 
If you have any problems, stories — good or bad, talk to Aunty Debs, She’ll sort you out! 

Aunty Debs can be contacted on: safeguarding@education-links.org 

 

Well done to Kai Hylton-Simpson 

Winner of   

Design A  

Christmas Card Competition 

 A Word From The Principal 

D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  

 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  I S S U E  5  

Dates To Remember 

 

Save The Children 

Christmas Jumper Day 

15th December 

 

Parents Consultation 

Day 

Wednesday 10th January  

 

Half  Term Break 

Young People Leave At 

1PM 

Wednesday 20th Decem-

ber –Thursday 4th January 

2017 

 

- more than just a school 

Principal Sandy Davies 

Two  minutes silence 

was observed by staff 

and students at Educa-

tion Links to remember 

those lost in both World 

Wars and other conflicts. 

 

Good luck to our 

Year 11’s  

completing  

Functional Skills 

&  

Mock Exams! 

Silence Please! 

By Shannell Dray 

“I went onto the London Fire Brigade’s LIFE 

course in Shadwell. On the first day we all got to 

know a bit about each other. The girls there 

made me laugh, they were really nice. I know a 

lot of people who went on this course also, be-

cause they were mostly from Newham. 

When we put our uniform on we all felt so weird. 

It was so heavy and big! But everyday we kept 

putting it on, we got used to it. Roman was al-

ways helping and I was helping him. 

The last day was really good.  My family are so 

proud of me. The LIFE course changed me as  I 

had never experienced something that not a lot of 

young people have. 

I now want to join the Fire Cadets!” 

Education Links sends a big thank you to  Shan-

nell Dray for her contributions to this term’s 

newsletter! 

 

Also read about Shannell’s experience of win-

ning Jack Petchey’s Young Person’s  Achieve-

ment Award in this term’s issue. 

I send all my thanks to staff  for all 
their hard work.  It’s the dedication 
and heart of the team that make us 
‘more than just a school’. 

It only remains for me to wish all 
students, and your parents, carers, 
and families, the very best of a 
Happy Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year.  

It’s always true that the Autumn term 
is busy - and this year has been no 
exception.  There have been so many 
highlights, you only have to see our 
website or our Facebook page to see 
it all.  Mental Health Awareness 
Week was so well received, and 
we’re grateful to all those who 
supported us, and continue to do so - 
our corporate sponsors and other 
agencies. Well done to the students, 
who have really shown how much 
they care.  And at the beginning of 
term we received our Ofsted report - 
please see the item in this letter and 
on the website. 

We have had so many positive 
events this term.  Trips to 
museums, the Skills Fair at 
Excel, a visit from the Dogs 
Trust, two film projects, Digital 
Day and a whole school football 
tournament. Phew!  Not to 
mention mock exams and other 
tests. And here at the end of term 
reports of all the progress 
students have made.  No wonder 
we are all looking forward to two 
weeks off - students, your staff 
need a rest! 



P A G E  2  

Reasons To Be Cheerful! 

I S S U E  5  

Education Links had their first official Ofsted inspection after 

becoming an Alternative Provision Free School. Staff celebrat-

ed with an evening of dinner and dance. 

Well done to all the staff at Education Links for supporting 

each other to ensure that we always do our best. 

Governors: Althea, Radhika and Haydn with members of 

the Education Links team: Principal Sandy Davies, Head 

of English Susannah Lewis, School Business Manager 

Tracey De Rizzio, Group Coordinator Laura Boyd, Learn-

ing Mentor Joanna Croucher and Drama Teacher Bethany 

Norris 

This term Lewis 

Group  won  the 

title for the Best 

Learning Environ-

ment. 

 

Well Done Lewis 

Group! 

Mental Health Week 

P A G E  3  I S S U E  5  

Fundraiser 2017 

Well done to Ibrahim, who raised 

the most money during the Friday 

fundraising event. He received 

£20 of JD sports vouchers.  

Staff and visitors to Education Links gave high 

praise to the effort 

that our young peo-

ple have put into 

fundraising for Men-

tal Health Week 

£1300 
Raised! 

 

Governors: Althea, Radhika and Haydn with members of 

Tracey De Rizzio, Group Coordinator Laura Boyd, Learn-

ing Mentor Joanna Croucher and Drama Teacher Bethany 

Signing Education Links’ Mental Health Proclama-

tion  is Principal Sandy Davies,  Guest speakers: 

Poet Korey & Drama Teacher Beth Norris and 

Lennox Group ( who raised funds from organising 

a cake bake sale),  with Group Coordinator Jason 

Gallagher and Leaning Mentor Joanna Croucher 


