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Sunday 10th November 2013

THE PRINCESS & 
THE FROG
Book Now 
A magical fairytale ballet for 3-9 year olds and their 
families. With stunning costumes, lovely dancers 
and a very pretty set, this is a simple and charming 
tale with the theme of friendship at its core.

Sunday 17th November 2013

BIG BAND BRASS
Book Now 
The highly popular Fairlop Brass are delighted 
to present another highly popular Big Band 
Brass concert.

Matthew Lewis joins the band as guest artist on trombone. Having graduated from The Royal 
Academy of Music in 2011, Matt has already performed with the Halle Orchestra, BBC 
Philharmonic, the Orchestra of Scottish Opera and is currently working with the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales and English National Opera. He played with Fairlop Brass between 1999 
and 2007 and continues to have an interest in brass bands, regularly performing with Zone 
One Brass, including competing at the National Brass Band Finals at the Royal Albert Hall.

This promises to be a spectacular concert showcasing one of the country’s finest young 
trombonists. 

Be sure to book your tickets early.

BOX OFFICE: 020 85534466  
Costume Hire Thurs & Fri 6-8.30pm Sat 11-2pm 020 85530444

Oakfield Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 1BT

Songs of praise 
for two churches’ 
modern designs

Two churches have made it 
on to a shortlist recognising 
the best sacred spaces built 
in Britain over the past 60 
years.

Roman Catholic St Mary 
and St Joseph in Poplar is 
in the running for an award 
presented by the Archbish-
op of  Canterbury along with 
Anglican St Paul’s Church 
in Bow Common. 

They have been picked 
with 22 others in the coun-
try in the Best Modern 
Churches competition run 
by the National Churches 
Trust.

‘Creative’
“The challenge of  helping 
people catch a glimpse of  
heaven has always produced 
creative architecture,” said 
National Churches Trust 
chief  executive Claire Walk-
er. 

“We are rightly proud as 
a nation of  our magnificent 
heritage of  historic church-
es. But there are many 
which have been built in 

the past 60 years that were 
designed for the changing 
nature of  religious liturgy 
and practice which reflect 
modern architecture and 
design.”

The trust has teamed up 
with the Ecclesiastical Ar-
chitects’ and Surveyors’ As-
sociation, and the 20th Cen-
tury Society to find the best 
in modern church architec-
ture to celebrate its 60th an-
niversary. 

Judges will reveal the top 
10 and award a Diamond Ju-
bilee Architecture prize to 
the three places of  worship 
with the best sacred spaces 

at an awards ceremony at 
Lambeth Palace on Novem-
ber 7. 

The awards will be pre-
sented by Archbishop of  
Canterbury, the Most Rev 
Justin Welby.

St Mary and St Joseph 
and St Paul’s competed for 
the shortlist places against 
200 houses of  worship in the 
UK nominated by the public 
and by church and heritage 
organisations.

Church buildings of  any 
denomination were eligible 
for the competition if  they 
opened for worship after 
January 1, 1953.

Sacred spaces make competition shortlist
by Mike Brooke
mike.brooke@archant.co.uk

Small businesses and entre-
preneurs can secure a loan 
from a £2m funding pot.

Fair Finance, a non-profit 
social enterprise in east 
London, is offering loans via 
its offices at 530 Commercial 
Road, Limehouse, and at 316 
Barking Road, East Ham.

It recently won one of  
David Cameron’s Big Soci-
ety awards and offers advice 
to individuals and business-
es.

Examples of  loans award-
ed include £2,000 given to a 
party decorations business 
and £5,000 given to a cater-
ing and food firm.

To apply, visit one of  the 
offices or call 020 8988 0627.

Kick-start 
business 
with a loan

Students were plugged into 
the digital world for a day to 
learn skills for the future.

The British Interactive 
Media Association’s na-
tional Digital-Day saw 4,000 
young people work with 100 
digital agencies at schools 
up and down the country.

A dozen students from 
Stratford’s Education Links 
School, run by Newham-
based charity Community 
Links, were visited by mem-
bers of  digital agency We 
Are Experience, who gave 
them an insight into life in 
the digital industry.

Student Leanne Tans-
ley said: “I really had the 
chance to see what it is like 
in the industry. 

“Now I really know what 
I want to do when I leave 
school.”

The day was part of  a 
government initiative to 
bridge the digital skills gap 
and boost the future digital 
economy.

Tim Hurles, of  We Are Ex-
perience, said: “The day was 
spent in a creative frenzy, 
working through the proc-
ess of  creating concepts and 
designs for digital tools to 
help the local community.”

Students’ 
digital 
skills dayA youth worker has won an 

award for the impact he has 
had on guiding young peo-
ple away from gang culture.

Jerome Booth, from Strat-
ford, has turned full circle to 
become a leader and guide 
for young people across es-
tates in east London. 

He received the Jack 
Petchey Foundation’s Out-
standing Leader award for 
his role in guiding under-
privileged young people 
in the right direction, and 
away from gang culture and 
antisocial behaviour.

Jerome, who works as a 
detached youth worker for 
Hackney-based charity Sky-
way, said: “I believe every 
child deserves the best pos-
sible start in life and it gives 
me great joy if  I can help 
young people feel better 
about themselves.”

Jerome benefited from 
Skyway support when he 
was younger, an experience 
which motivated him to help 
others reach their potential. 

He said: “Young people 
capture the essence and vi-
brancy of  life – traits that 
we often lose as adults. The 
ability to entertain with 

the most unusual jokes, the 
ability to see life from a dif-
ferent perspective, and the 
ability to take each day as it 
comes – they teach me just 
as much as I teach them.”

Gail Mistlin, Skyway 
chief  executive, said: “Jer-
ome has gained the respect 
of  all the young people he 
works with. He is highly ef-
fective in his role, and we 
have been told by a number 
of  young people that Jerome 
has been the reason they 
have moved away from anti-
social behaviour and crimi-
nality. He is a role model not 
only to young people, but 
to anyone keen to improve 
their own life and the lives 
of  others.”

Role model changing 
young lives wins award

� Jerome Booth

� St Mary and St Joseph Catholic Church, Poplar

� The inside of St Mary and St Joseph Catholic Church


